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Leading patients and researchers meet in Lisbon to raise global awareness of Alpha-1 
Antitrypsin Deficiency 
 
LISBON (PORTUGAL) March 28, 2017 – The 3rd International Research Conference on Alpha-1 
Antitrypsin and the 6th Alpha-1 Global Patient Congress are scheduled to take place on April 5-8, 
2017 in Lisbon, Portugal. Patients and scientists from around the world will come together to 
discuss the latest developments in Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency (Alpha-1) research, clinical care 
and patient advocacy. Alpha-1 is a rare genetic condition that can result in lung and/or liver 
disease. 

On April 5-6, 32 leading researchers and physicians will discuss potential new therapies and 
treatments for Alpha-1 during the 3rd International Research Conference on Alpha-1 Antitrypsin. 
The research conference will address “novel treatment paradigms” for Alpha-1 and some other 
conditions that have become targets for alpha-1 augmentation therapy, including diabetes, organ 
rejection and autoimmune disorders. 

The 6th Alpha-1 Global Patient Congress will directly follow the Research Conference with Alpha-
1 patient and physician leaders from 34 countries. Patients and caregivers will interact with 
scientists and doctors who are leading clinical care and research to find better treatments for 
Alpha-1 patients, and ultimately to find a cure for Alpha-1. Patients, caregivers and researchers 
will also have an opportunity to engage one another on the current needs of patients, and to 
update each other on activities including advocacy, education and self-management in the digital 
health era. 

Topics addressed at the Congress will include: current research and therapeutic updates from 
worldwide leading physicians and scientists; an update on the recent launch of an EU Policy 
Recommendations document, which is part of a multi-year advocacy effort focusing on strategic 
awareness among policy makers in Europe; overcoming hurdles surrounding the reimbursement 
of augmentation therapy; plans for a more structured collaboration with the medical and research 
communities, and how patient organizations can maximize their effectiveness in today’s society. 
The Patient Congress will close with a draft 2017-2019 strategic plan for the global Alpha-1 
community. 

The Patient Congress will also include a tribute to John W. Walsh, co-founder of the Alpha-1 
Foundation, who passed away on 7 March, 2017, at the age of 68. The Foundation and the global 
Alpha-1 community wish to pay their respects and celebrate the life of this remarkable man who 
united Alpha-1 patient voices around the world. 

The International Research Conference and the Global Patient Congress are being organized by 
Alpha-1 Global, a program of the Alpha-1 Foundation that is dedicated to building a collaborative 
network of patient leaders, physicians and researchers around the world.  
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What is Alpha-1? 
Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency (Alpha-1) is a genetic (inherited) condition – it is passed from 
parents to their children through their genes. Alpha-1 may result in serious lung disease in adults 
and/or liver disease at any age. Alpha-1 has been identified in virtually all populations. There are 
about 100,000 people with Alpha-1 in the United States, and about the same number in Europe. 

 
About Alpha-1 Global 
Alpha-1 Global is a program of the Alpha-1 Foundation whose mission is to establish a 
collaborative, global network of Alpha-1 patient leaders, physicians and researchers to increase 
awareness, detection and access to care for Alphas around the world. For more information 
please visit: www.alpha-1global.org. 
 

About the Alpha-1 Foundation 
The Alpha-1 Foundation, founded in 1995, is committed to finding a cure for Alpha-1 Antitrypsin 
Deficiency and to improving the lives of people affected by the condition worldwide. The 
Foundation has invested more than $65 million to support Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency research 
and programs at 106 institutions in North America, Europe, the Middle East and Australia. For 
more information please visit: www.alpha1.org. 
 

FOR INTERVIEWS: 
Media will be given the opportunity to interview Alpha-1 patients, Alpha-1 Foundation President 
and CEO Henry R. Moehring (USA), and the following researchers: Prof. Gerald McElvaney 
(Ireland), Dr. Adam Wanner (USA) and Dr. Robert Sandhaus (USA). 
The official language of the Congress is English. 
AlphaNet, CSL Behring, Grifols, Kamada and Shire are Event Sponsors. Current research and 
therapeutic updates will be provided by worldwide leading physicians and scientists. 
The event will be held at the InterContinental Hotel, in Lisbon, Portugal (see program attached). 

Programs: 
• 3rd International Research Conference Program  
• 6th Global Patient Congress Program 
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